
power of His glory and grace to 

those who listened, but it was then 

truly revealed to myself. 

Praise God for this opportunity to 

grow in Christ and be supported 

by such a loving church         

community! I am so thankful and 

excited to 

see how the 

Lord will 

use me 

through 

constant 

prayer, 

growth, and 

surrender. 

Watch the 

video of 

Brittany’s testimony at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=v44CfK7BpPg (19:10-22:47). 

Last year’s Generation of Youth 

for Christ (GYC) conference for 

young adults convened in      

Louisville, KY. One of the Bible 

study contacts gathered during 

city-wide outreach was Brittany 

Fletcher. After studying with our 

Bible worker, Romone Gibbs, 

throughout the spring, summer, 

and fall, Brittany joined our 

church family in mid-December! 

Brittany was able to attend this 

year’s GYC during December 28, 

2016-January 1, 2017 in Houston, 

Texas. Here’s the story of her 

experience in her own words: 

5 days. 

4 roommates. 

3 Bible study contacts reached. 

2 meals a day. 

1 merciful and loving God. 

I walked into the halls of GYC with 

little expectation, an open mind, 

and a hunger for learning. I was a 

newborn Adventist engulfed in a 

sea of fellow brothers and sisters 

where I have never felt so      

accepted and confident. Every 

minute of 

the con-

ference 

was a 

learning 

experi-

ence, 

whether I 

learned 

about 

people, myself, or God. 

The Lord truly revealed to me how 

my presence at GYC was not of 

my own will, but His. Through an 

experience of total surrender, I 

was led to give my personal   

testimony to the congregation 

where it not only revealed the 

The Light 

“Darkness cannot drive out      

darkness: only light can do that.”          

–Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

One of the many wonders of 

Creation is the LIGHT. Consider 

these truths about the LIGHT 

found in the Scriptures: 

1. Light was the first of all     

creation; it changed the condition 

of the physical world, and it has 

the power to transform and to 

maintain life. Genesis1:3-4 

2. The True Light was sent to us: 

the living Light is none other than 

the living Word, Jesus, the Son of 

God, one with God and one with 

man. John 1:1, 7-11 

3. The written Word of God: 

without this Light, we would 

have no guidance and no      

direction in life. Psalms 119:105 

4. You and I are called to be light 

bearers. The True Light       

commissioned us to be the light 

of the world. Matthew 5:14-16 

Have you ever considered 

what your life would be  

without the LIGHT? 

Brittany and   

new pal Abby 
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F E B R U A R Y  

E V E N T S  

 4 | Monthly      

fellowship potluck 

 11 | Young Adult 

Bowling Night 

 14 | Valentine’s 

Day 

 18 | Babysitting   

for Parents for 

Valentine’s Day 

M A R C H  

E V E N T S  

 3 | International 

Concert 

 4 | International 

Sabbath School, 

Worship & Potluck 

 12 | Daylight    

Saving Time Starts 

(Spring ahead!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v44CfK7BpPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v44CfK7BpPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v44CfK7BpPg
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“My kids wouldn’t 

have Christmas if 

this wasn’t offered.” 

Shopping & Sharing by Marilyn Matherly 

Youth Spread Holiday Cheer by Mindy Crecelius 

Middletown Gets A Merry Makeover 
In addition to Middletown’s 

various holiday events,       

including a concert, parties, 

and outreach activities, the 

church building received its 

annual holiday makeover  

courtesy of the decorating 

talents of Colleen Lang and her 

special helpers, daughters  

Calliandra and Celestine. 

Gorgeous wreaths, nativity 

figurine sets, glittery ribbon, 

tablecloths, garlands, candles, 

and other holiday designs  

created a festive yet spiritual 

atmosphere in the sanctuary 

and throughout the vestibule, 

hallways, and other areas. 

A favorite decoration were the 

bright crimson poinsettias 

adorning the sanctuary stage 

steps, placed in loving memory 

of our former member and 

treasurer, Keith Myers. 

Thank you to everyone who 

worked hard throughout the 

year to keep our church   

campus beautified! 

Adventurers visited the Good 

Samaritan Center Nursing 

Home in Jeffersontown on 

Sabbath, December 3 to sing 

and distribute socks to the 

residents. Pathfinder Leader 

David Crecelius preached 

about this world not being our 

home because one day we will 

be citizens of Heaven. After 

the nursing home visit, the 

How did our youth bring  

holiday joy to our community? 

Members of the Pathfinder 

Club passed out bags in the 

surrounding neighborhoods on 

Sabbath, November 5 to   

collect donated baby items 

such as diapers for EACM, 

returning two weeks later to  

collect the donations. 

Fifty energetic Pathfinders and  

clubs held their annual      

Induction ceremony at the 

church. Great job, kids! 

 

M I D D L E T O W N  M E S S E N G E R  

Volunteers and clients 

during checkout at the 

Christmas Store 

Many of the volunteers from 

the sponsoring churches   

provided the manpower to 

make this a successful       

For the fourth year in a row, 

Middletown hosted the     

Eastern Area Community  

Ministries (EACM) Christmas 

Store, providing toys, sports 

equipment, and clothing    

donated by area churches and 

businesses, to the 135 clients 

and 400 family members of 

EACM’s Helping Hands     

Partnership Program. This 

year’s store was held during       

December 7-9 in our        

fellowship hall. 

endeavor by wrapping gifts, 

shopping with the clients, and 

handing out new, packaged 

underwear and a dozen  

homemade cookies to each 

family. 

The clients were so          

appreciative of all the items 

they were able to give to their 

families this Christmas season. 

As one client expressed, "My 

kids wouldn't have Christmas if 

this wasn't offered". 
Brenda Reynolds and Joy 

Dugan check inventory 

Pathfinders and Adventurers 

at Good Samaritan 

Neighbors donated lots of 

baby items for EACM 



Laughing with the Ladies by Kristianne Roberts 
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On Monday, December 12, about 30 

women joined together in the fellowship 

hall for our annual Women’s Ministries 

Christmas party. We had a wonderful 

evening enjoying delicious soups, bread, 

and desserts prepared by Brenda       

Reynolds. The evening was filled with 

lots of laughter as we played Name that 

Tune, Christmas Trivia Challenge, 

games, including a confusing but funny 

gift exchange game. This year we ex-

changed fun, warm, and cozy Christmas 

socks. Everyone had a wonderful time. 

Shiny Varughese shared that "It was so 

much fun spending the evening with my 

daughter and friends playing Christmas 

games. Thanks, Kristi and everyone that 

helped organize it.” 

As Women’s Ministries leader 

for Middletown, I would like to 

thank all who came and made 

our evening such a success. It 

was a pleasure planning this 

event for you. 

Delivering Hope to Harlan by Marilyn Matherly 

Kids’ Korner 

“We had a 

wonderful 

evening enjoying  

delicious soups, 

bread, and 

desserts... [and] 

lots of laughter.” 

Children, remember that Jesus is 

the Good Shepherd, and He loves 

you and will always take care of you 

and your family! 

On December 22, 2016 a group from 

Middletown went to Harlan, Kentucky 

to deliver much-needed items donated 

by members and friends of the church. 

The Adventist Community Service 

(ACS) Center in Harlan is open two 

days a week, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am-1:00 pm, allowing residents of 

the community to shop for free    

clothing and small household items. 

Bianca and Lyndon Ringstaff, the local 

SDA pastor's brother and sister-in-law, 

are responsible for operating the Harlan 

ACS store  Pastor Mykal Ringstaff leads 

a three-church district that keeps him 

busy. The Ringstaffs are so appreciative 

to have our church assisting their com-

munity. 

Our next trip to Harlan will be in May 

2017. 



Gentlemen”. 

Between the songs, our high school 

drama team presented multiple short 

skits that helped us focus on Jesus as 

the Center of the Christmas season. 

In one skit, we laughed as a family 

endured the worst Christmas ever, 

spending an entire night at Denny's, 

and sobered as they realized how 

blessed they were. Another skit  

depicted not only the birth of Christ 

Louisville Adventist Academy’s (LAA) 

annual Christmas program was    

presented on Friday, December 9 

here at Middletown to a packed  

sanctuary with standing room only! 

Nearly all of LAA’s 84 students were 

involved in the program in some way. 

Three choirs of various age groups 

(PreK/K, Grades 1-5, and Grades      

6-10) presented four choral pieces, 

including a tune about the Friendly 

Beasts at the stable sharing what they 

had with Jesus and a finger-snapping 

version of “God Rest Ye Merry   

but also many signature events in His 

life all the way to the cross. 

It was a memorable evening sharing a 

special Christmas celebration with 

our school and church families! 

125 N. Watterson Trail 

Louisville, KY 40243 

P: 502.244.6997 

E: ChurchOffice@FriendlyChurch.com 

W: www.FriendlyChurch.com 

Middletown Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Academy Plays to Full House by Traci Oms 

"A safe environment... where people relationships become kingdom relationships" 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.friendlychurch.com 

Exciting topics being presented weekly include 

 "Living an Evangelistic Life" 

 "Effective Parenting in a Defective World" 

 "Prayer - 'Who Do Men Say That I Am?'" 

 "Financial Peace" Seminar 

 Youth Class 

Please join us as we study God’s word and grow 

together! 

Small groups are back every Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

beginning January 24! A free light supper is served 

5:30-6:30 pm, and free childcare is provided. 


